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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

BUMP ADVOCACY DAY: HUMAN SERVICE WORKERS AND ALLIES RALLY TO 

DEMAND FAIR PAY  

  

New York State Senator Leroy Comrie, Assembly Member Karines Reyes, and Nonprofit 

Providers push solution to end poverty wages for New York’s Essential Human Service Workers  
  

BUMP is calling on Albany to Raise Base Pay for Human Service Workers to $29/hour  

  

 
Advocates at BUMP Advocacy Day in Albany, January 27, 2026 – Courtesy BUMP (Bring Up the Minimum Pay) Campaign 

  

Albany, NY (January 27, 2026) – Today, The BUMP Campaign (Bring Up Minimum 

Pay) hosted BUMP Advocacy Day where human service workers, nonprofit providers and 

advocates gathered in Albany to demand an end to the poverty wages currently paid to a 

workforce that provides life-saving services and care to seniors, children, people with disabilities 

and others across New York. They were joined by legislative champions New York State 

Senator Leroy Comrie and Assembly Member Karines Reyes.  

   

BUMP is asking New York State lawmakers to pass S8337 and A9082 to establish a $29/hour 

wage floor for the thousands of New Yorkers dedicating their lives to the service of others. This 

increase would require New York State contracts to pay wages equal to the current 

estimated true cost of living. If enacted, the minimum salary for caretakers would be 

approximately $60,000 annually and would:  
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• Bring as many as 93,000 workers out of poverty and improve the lives of 664,500 

workers who currently earn too little to achieve economic security.  

• Generate an estimated $575 million in state income tax revenue, $400 million 

in additional sales tax revenue, and $23 billion in economic activity statewide.  

• Address longstanding racial and gender pay inequities, as 90% of the workforce are 

women and 75% are New Yorkers of color.  

 

“Today shines a spotlight on the deficiency we can no longer accept: New York state contracts 

that allow essential social service workers to be paid poverty wages,” said State Senator Leroy 

Comrie, sponsor of S8337. “As public servants, we have a responsibility to fight for fair pay for 

our constituents. Investing in New Yorkers is smart economic policy that lifts thousands out of 

poverty and generates billions in economic activity statewide. Establishing a $29-per-hour wage 

floor is a critical step toward stabilizing this workforce and protecting our families and our 

future.” 

 

“Human service workers are essential to New York State. They care for our loved ones, support 

families in need, and are instrumental for our communities. And yet, far too often their wages do 

not reflect the vital role they play in our everyday lives. The majority of these jobs are held by 

women and women of color, and many are immigrants. They work tirelessly on behalf of others 

yet still struggle to make ends meet. When those workers are underpaid, our communities suffer, 

and the people who depend on these services do not get the care they deserve. Raising wages for 

human service workers will strengthen our communities and it is simply the right thing to do. I 

thank Senator Comrie and Assemblymember Reyes for carrying this important legislation. We 

must get it done,” said State Senator Shelley Mayer. 

 

“BUMP Advocacy Day is about amplifying the voices of our essential human service workers, 

and asking New Yorkers to stand with the people who care for us,” said Assembly Member 

Karines Reyes, sponsor of A9082. “Caregiving is demanding work that requires skill and 

passion, yet too many workers are struggling to make ends meet.  I’m proud to support this effort 

and to show the people who care for our loved ones the respect they deserve.”  

 

“The workers who care for our children, our seniors and people with disabilities should not be 

living paycheck to paycheck. This is about proving that New York values the people we trust 

with the most important parts of our lives,” said Melanie Hartzog, President and CEO of The 

New York Foundling. “Without a $29/hour wage floor, the human services system will 

continue to lose experienced workers, while fair pay would finally give this workforce the 

stability it needs to do its job.”  

 

“As a provider who represents nonprofit care workers, I am proud to fight for fair compensation 

for our essential service workers,” said Michelle Yanche, CEO of Good Shepherd Services. 

“Staff turnover due to low wages has reached critical levels, and that uncertainty can upend 

families who depend on assistance delivered to their aging mom or dad, their growing toddler, or 

a group home that relies on the supervision and care a social worker provides. A $29/hour wage 

floor creates a stronger foundation for nonprofits to continue delivering results to New 

Yorkers.”  

  



For more information please visit The BUMP Campaign (Bring Up Minimum Pay), and find us 

on X @BUMPnewyork, Instagram @bumpny, LinkedIn BUMP New York and Facebook BUMP 

New York  
  

About BUMP-NY: Legislation to enact a $29/hour wage floor for human service workers has 

been introduced in both the New York State Senate (S8337 sponsored by State Senator Leroy 

Comrie) and New York State Assembly (A9082 sponsored by Assembly Member Karines 

Reyes). The legislation’s aim is to dramatically reduce poverty across the workforce, promote 

gender and racial pay-equity, and put tens of thousands more families on the path to true 

economic security in every corner of New York State. Learn more about the BUMP campaign 

at bump-ny.com.   
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